
CASE STUDY – Music

Portsmouth Music Hub

OUR PROGRAMME
Portsmouth Music Hub is a dynamic network of local music providers who are committed to building a secure 
foundation for music and music education in Portsmouth. 

The Hub offers the opportunity for every organisation supporting music education in Portsmouth to work together.

A range of instrumental and vocal ensembles as well as instrumental lessons for children and adults are provided, 
which helps to develop and nurture the talents of local young people. Portsmouth Music Hub’s network of partners 
provides a wide range of opportunities for young people to progress on their musical journey, to achieve high 
standards and for musical excellence to flourish. 

why we’re an  
Arts Award Supporter
‘Portsmouth Music Hub is ideally 
positioned as an Arts Award 
Supporter due to the huge range 
of opportunities the Hub can offer 
young people working towards 
their Arts Award. From events 
management to conducting, 
performing, teaching and technical 
support, the possibilities are 
endless. The Hub’s commitment to 
Portsmouth’s young people is to 
enable them to gain the experience 
they need to achieve their Arts 
Award goals.’ 

Sue Beckett,  
Director of 
Portsmouth 
Music Hub
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a user’s view 

’I have had so many opportunities to achieve 
my Gold Arts Award targets through the 
Hub - it’s been fantastic! Improving my 
conducting skills by working with one of the 
Hub’s conductors has been really inspiring 
and I was very proud to conduct one of the 
orchestras at the spring term showcase 
event. There are so many ways to get 
involved with the Hub’s partners and the 
opportunities are endless. ’ 

Emily Saville, aged 15

BENEFITS  
for the organisation 
 ◗ Engaging more young people in music through 
Arts Award encourages them to continue to 
develop their musical skills and talents

 ◗ Working closely with local Arts Award centres, 
helps us to promote arts opportunities for young 
people in Portsmouth 

Check the link —  
www.portsmouthmusichub.org

OUR SUPPORTER OFFER
The Hub provides opportunities for young people working 
towards Arts Award at all levels. For example, the Hub 
enabled a young person doing her Gold Arts Award 
to work with one of the conductors as an assistant, 
learning new skills and culminating in her conducting the 
orchestra at a prestigious performance. 

The Hub has created 
the role of Assistant 
Stage Manager 
for young people 
enabling them to 
be involved in the 
running of Hub 
performances. This 
role involves liaising 

with Hub staff and schools, helping to co-ordinate 
the movement of children around the venue, liaising 
with the band and composers, managing programme 
distribution and providing assistance for the director of 
the performance. Enabling young people to fulfil this role 
gives them the opportunity to fully understand what goes 
into a performance on the day. 

At other levels, the young people can be involved in box 
office, marketing, make up, technical aspects of running a 
production, acting as a Master of Ceremonies etc. These 
roles fit well with Silver or Gold Arts Award.

For those young people learning an instrument or 
learning to sing as part of their Arts Award, they are able 
to perform in regular Hub performances. There are also 
opportunities for young people to visit schools along 
with Hub staff to demonstrate their instrumental and 
vocal skills and talk about their music-making as part of 
demonstration recitals and performances.

HOW DO WE PROMOTE IT?
The Hub, through all its partners, offers meaningful, 
quality experiences for all young people involved in  
Arts Award and communicates this through its  
website, newsletters and social media platforms.

The Supporter logo is clearly displayed on the  
website and organisations which are part of the Hub  
are encouraged to be Supporters as well. 

The Hub works closely with local schools and  
academies and has an ongoing dialogue with Arts Award 
centres in the area. It also offers Arts Award adviser 
training and Arts Award awareness sessions for teachers, 
to ensure new Arts Award advisers are aware of the  
Hub’s support offer. 
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Emily’s conducting debut, Portsmouth Music Hub


